The first aim of this study was to resolve the outstanding taxonomic issues posed by the Alpha Helix voyage. It includes species first characterised by their flashing patterns, and that were initially placed within the genus Luciola Laporte (Table 1; Lloyd, 1973a; Ballantyne in Lloyd 1973b) . The scope of our revision was subsequently extended to encompass all known Luciolinae genera, including certain species from SE Asia, while concentrating primarily on species presently included within the genus Luciola. Genera from outside the study area, as defined above, are treated in an abbreviated fashion with diagnoses, and keys to species.
To date the Luciolinae have been subject to six phylogenetic analyses, with each successive one based on increasing numbers of species and characters. Therefore, due this improved level of accumulated evidence, further
